
 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
CARLISLE 

Meeting date: 9 March 2022 

From:  Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure 

 
 

2021/22 ‘GREENING THE GREENMARKET’ 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Carlisle City Council is proposing to use Welcome Back Funds to put 
in place a ‘pop-up park’ - ‘Greening the Greenmarket’ in Carlisle’s 
pedestrianised area as part of measures to create and promote a safe 
and healthy environment for local trade and tourism in the high street’s 
economies reopen post Covid-19 restrictions.  

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The Welcome Back Fund supports local authorities to develop plans 
for responding to the medium-term impact of Covid-19 including 
trialling new ideas particularly where these relate to the High Street.  
The Welcome Back Fund is for revenue activities and can be used to 
put in place non-permanent public realm adaptations to boost the look 
and feel of the high streets by investing in street planting, parks, green 
spaces, and seating areas to make high streets welcoming.  
 

2.2 The ‘Greening the Greenmarket’ project has been included in a Grant 
Action Plan submitted to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government (MHCLG) for approval prior to delivery. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That Local Committee note the ‘Greening the Greenmarket’ Project 
and, Carlisle City Council request Cumbria Highways officer support to 
facilitate the permissions required to undertake the works involved and 
provide technical input as required.  

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Councils across England are to share £56m of ERDF funding to support the 
return to high streets safely and help build back better from the pandemic. 
This funding, known as the “Welcome Back Fund” builds on the £50m 
Reopening High Street Safely Fund (RHSSF) allocated to councils in 2020 



 

and forms part of wider support government is providing to communities and 
businesses, to protect jobs, support the most vulnerable and ensure no one 
is left behind as we continue to tackle the Covid-19 pandemic and begin to 
build back better.  

4.2 The Welcome Back Fund (WBF) for revenue activities will allow local 
authorities to put in place additional measures to create and promote a safe 
environment for local trade and tourism, particularly in high streets as their 
economies reopen.   

4.3 Carlisle City Council are proposing to provide a ‘pop-up park’ - ‘Greening the 
Greenmarket’, that will be designed to bring calming green space into the 
City centre and to provide a place where shoppers can stop, rest, play, drink 
and eat before continuing shopping. 

4.4 The new feature would provide a fun and inviting place as shown in 
Appendix 1. 

4.5 In light of the Future High Street funded ‘Reimagining Green Market/ Market 
Square as Carlisle's events space’ with delivery of the £2.7m project starting 
this financial year.  This new feature could be used as a focus for 
consultation, to pilot test ideas, engage with local people, businesses and 
visitors to co-produce ideas and provide evidence for refining the 
interventions delivered by this capital project. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 None. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 None. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1  The recommendation is for members to note.  There are, therefore, no 
direct legal implications.   

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 Further details of the ‘Greening the Greenmarket’ Project are as shown in 
Appendix 1.  The delivery of the project is to be ERDF compliant. 

 
Angela Jones 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 
February 2022 
 
  
 



 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Greening the Greenmarket Design  
 
 
 
Electoral Divisions: Carlisle 

 

Executive Decision 
 

 
 
 

Key Decision  
 

 
 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?  
 
  

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  
 

 
 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

 
 

 
 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 
 

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been undertaken? 
 
  

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?  
 

 
 

 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained. 

 

 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Amy Hutson 
E-mail  amy.hutson@cumbria.gov.uk  
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